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o St ATl ,Oregon S refundable tax credlts have proved to be successful 1n

. ;helpmg low-mcome workmg families meet the1r basic needs. The-
s "_.Earned Income Credit (EICY offers immediate help 10 thousands of
f"low—lncome Oregomans and- creates opportumtles for long term '
"economlc 1ndependence. : '
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.~"'Rep Jackie Dingfelder I

' .I am here today representlng the Oregon Hunger Rehef Task F orce A
L and a coal1tlon of groups: concemed overthe growmg erosion of’. - .
v purchasmg power for low-incone, hard-worklng families. Our™" T_' e
- 'f'coa11t1on includes the Oregon Food Bank, Ecumemcal M1n1str1es of
».,Oregon Stand for Children, Chlldren Flrst for Oregon, Commumty

_ 'i_,'Actlon Directors of Oregon Coahtlon for a Livable Future, SEIU 49
. ‘.{;f: and : 03 Portland Impact and many more commltted orgamzatlons

In the late 70’s a full tlme mlmmum wage _]Ob llfted a famlly of 3

above the poverty hne This is 10 longer true today Many famlhes

= ‘_‘v'j",w1th two. full—tlme mlmmum Wage earners stlll struggle to put food on}
 the table e - | o

" fi‘Yet many low 1ncome workmg Oregonlans contmue to pay state taxes
~~on below—poverty wages. Oregon is oné of a mlnorlty of states,
S ifnatlonally that contmues to levy mcome taxes on people in poverty

.These fam1l1es need every dollar to pay for bas1c necessmes such as e
, food housmg, health care, transportatlon and ut1l1t1es.

‘Food Stamp Outreach: Coardlnator S

| 'The EIC has been called the best poverty reductlon program ever -

desngned puttmg much needed cash'i in families’ pockets to spend
locally. on basic needs—boostlng the economy Whlle provndmg for
the famlhes.




In sum, the beneﬁts of the EIC are many

e MllllOIlS of dollars w1ll retum to the poorest workmg Oregonlans =

to help pay for bas1c necessmes

e EIC refunds will be largely spent by fam1l1es on bas1c needs
1nclud1ng food and’ housmg, in local communities. = o

.o This’ w1ll beneﬁt local busmesses and strengthen the economy, -

o espec1ally in- Eastem Oregon and other lower income. countres where R -

- j- over 20% of tax ﬁlers receive the Earned Income Credlt
. Lowermg taxes’ on’ workmg poor famrlles encourages Work and.

helps ease: rel1ance on pubhc ass1stance by 1mprovmg self-sufﬁc1ency DR

and makmg work pay:" _ . .

e Famlly €conomic’ stab111ty wﬂl be mcreased helpmg chrldren
: thrrve at:school and-at home. "~ R , .
o The Oregon tax system will more nearly reﬂect the commrtment to~ L
tax eaeh 1nd1v1dual on therr abllrty to pay S "

We belleve 1t is 1mperat1ve to 1nclude a substant1al 1ncrease in the
refundable state EIC in any tax. reform packages that comes out of
your effort Thank you for your attentlon to. thlS most crucral 1ssue



