BALLOT TITLES AND THE BUDGET
What November’s
ballot won’t tell you

n Tuesday, Bill Sizemore’s
measure to allow an unlimit-

ed deduction of federal taxes

on Oregon income tax re-
turns — a repeat of a measure Oregon
voters defeated in 2000 — qualified for
the November ballot. Sizemore's mea-
sure will join, among other things, Ke-
vin Mannix's measure to impose man-

- datory minimum prison sentences for -

certain property crimes. What the two
ballot titles won't tell voters is what im-
pact either measure would have on ed-
ucation, health care, senior
services and child protec-
tive services in Oregon. But,
‘in fact, the measures will di-
vert money that would -
otherwise be spent on those
services.

Sizemore's measure
would reduce the amount
of money in the staie gener-
al fund — by $550 million in
the 2009-11 biennium and by $1.75 bil-
lion in the 2011-13 biennium. The bulk
of that money would go to the wealth-
iest people in the state. The average tax
cut-for people in the top 1 percent of
earhings would be more than $15,000,

~while the average for people in the mid-
dle 20 pércent would be $1. -

Mannix's measure would increase
spending on prisons by $250 million to
$400 million a biennjum. Since Man-
nix's measure is-an unfunded mandate,
that increase would have to be paid for
by reducing the amount of money that
would otherwise be spent on other gen-
eral fund sexvices.

Now, “general fund” is a rather vague
name. But as it happens, the general
fund is spent on a few pretty concrete
- things. For practical purposes, the gen-
eral fund and the state lottery (which is
ahout one-twelfth the size of the gener-
al fund) are lumped together. The cur-
rent general fund/lottery budget is di-
vided as follows:
¢ 543 percent .goes to education
(mostly K-12 schools).
» 15.8 percent goes to public safety and
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the justice system (prisons, state.po-
lice, the courts).

» 22.7 percent goes to human service:
(the biggest chunk being regular olc
health care, but also including care fo:
seniors — such as assisted living — anc
child protective services).

e 7.2 percenit goes to everything els¢
{environmental and natural resources
— such as state parks — economic de-
velopment, the Legislature itself, the
Department of Revenue-and the rest o
state government).

What do those numbers
thean? They mean that it's
not possible to slash taxes
for wealthy people or tc
spend lots of new money
on prisons without affec-
ting education, health care,
senior services and child
welfare. Repeat: Itf's noi
possible to slash taxes for
wealthy people or to diver!
money to prisons, without affecting
education, health care, senior services
and child welfare.

That's not . spin; it's -arithmetic,
There simply isn't enough “other”
spending to cut. The entire “other”
budget for 2007-09 is less than the
amount of the Sizemore tax cut, once
it's fully implemented,

Now, why won't the ballot tell peo-
ple that these measures affect educa-
tion and health care? By tradition, the
“ballot titles” address the things a mea-
sure says it will do, but devote little if
any attention to the trade-offs a mea-
sure will force. That's a.disservice to
voters. When measures, as these do,
have clear, unavoidable and significant
effects on vital services, the ballot itself

- should provide that informationn — a

surgean general's warning, if you will.
The next Legislature should change
the ballot title law to ensure that next
time, Oregon's voters get that cntIcal
information upfront
L
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