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LEGISLATURE POISED TO TAKE ACTION ON REPUBLICAN PRIORITIES 
State Police, Seniors Program Still Need Funding 

 
SALEM—House and Senate Republican leaders said today they’re pleased the Legislature is on 
track to advance Republican priorities during the 2008 special session.  Although a clear agenda 
or list of priorities has not been discussed by legislative Democrats, several Republican priorities 
are now in the works following bill draft deadlines in both the House and Senate. 
 
“Republican ideals are becoming the agenda for the February session, proving that we are more 
in tune with the wants and needs of average Oregonians” said Senate Republican Leader Ted 
Ferrioli (R-John Day).  “Republicans are here to do the people’s business.” 
 
Though several priorities have attracted bipartisan support, Democrats have not yet acted on 
Republican priorities to provide 24-hour Oregon State Police coverage, fund Oregon Project 
Independence for seniors, or to restore funding to the “Big Look Commission.” 
 
“The Legislature in February will have an opportunity to pass important measures, such as 
eliminating wasteful spending and securing Oregon’s drivers licenses,” said House Republican 
Leader Bruce Hanna (R-Roseburg).  “Unfortunately, we’re still no closer to putting more 
Troopers on our highways or sustaining a program allowing seniors to receive care in their own 
homes.  We hope Democrats will join us in addressing these issues for Oregonians.” 
 
Republican Priority Action* 
Provide 24-hour Oregon State Police Coverage Awaits Ways and Means Action. 
Hold State Government Accountable for 
Spending and Waste 

Sen. Larry George has submitted a legislative 
concept to create the Legislative Audit Office. 

Secure Oregon Driver’s Licenses and ID 
Documents 

Legislative concepts are being drafted in both 
the House and Senate. 

Protect Oregon Project Independence for 
Senior Citizens 

Awaits Ways and Means Action. 

Train Oregon’s Teachers for Excellence Sen. Ted Ferrioli has submitted a legislative 
concept to provide professional development 
programs to teachers. 

Expand Water Resources for Eastern Oregon 
Agriculture 

Sen. Dave Nelson has submitted a legislative 
concept addressing water storage issues in 
Eastern Oregon. 



Reform Oregon’s Land Use Laws, Restore the 
‘Big Look’ 

Awaits Ways and Means Action. 

Protect Oregonians from Predatory Scams The House Consumer Protection Committee 
has submitted a legislative concept to address 
predatory foreclosure scams. 

*Under Speaker Jeff Merkley’s session guidelines, no Representative is allowed to individually introduce 
legislation. 
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